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Description

This monthly CME series is designed to address the professional practice gap among inpatient cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery nurse practitioners (NPs) and physician assistants (PA) in managing perioperative cardiothoracic surgery patients. With evolving best practices and complex patient needs, the series will focus on equipping NP/PAs with the latest evidence-based knowledge,skills, and strategies to optimize patient outcomes across all phases of care.Each session will combine didactic content with case discussions, expert panels, and interactive Q&A to foster peer learning and practical application of concepts. By closing the gap between current practices and ideal care standards, the series will enhance NP/PA expertise, improve clinical outcomes, and advance the overall quality of care for cardiothoracic surgery patients.This comprehensive monthly CME series is designed for inpatient nurse practitioners (NPs) and physician assistants (PAs) specializing in cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery. The series is aimed at addressing the professional practice gap between current and ideal standards of care, the series will focus on critical aspects of postoperative, ICU, and hemodynamic management in the cardiothoracic surgery patient population. Participants will gain advanced knowledge and practical strategies to enhance patient outcomes across a variety of complex conditions.









Learning Objectives

1 Implement evidence-based strategies for postoperative management in cardiothoracic surgery patients to optimize patient outcomes.
2 Identify and address common cardiology and cardiac surgery disease processes/complications, including cardiomyopathies, mitral valve disease, postoperative acute kidney injury, using advanced diagnostic and therapeutic approaches.

Accreditation
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Description automatically generated]This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the Quillen College of Medicine, East Tennessee State University. The Quillen College of Medicine, East Tennessee State University is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.


Credit Designation





CME Credit: The East Tennessee State University, Quillen College of Medicine designates this activity for a maximum of 1.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.



Non-Physician Credit: Quillen College of Medicine, East Tennessee State University designates this activity for a maximum of 1.00 participation hours.










Should you need special accommodation to fully participate in the program,
please contact the Office of CME at (423) 439-8027.
Please allow sufficient time to arrange the accommodation.

Faculty & Planners

	Name of individual
	Individual's role in activity
	Nature of Relationship(s) / Name of Ineligible Company(s)

	Gillian Akins, MSN
	Other Planning Committee Member
	Nothing to disclose - 11/26/2025

	John M Craig, MD
	Course Director
	Nothing to disclose - 05/31/2026

	Randi Feuchtenberger, Other
	Activity Administrator
	Nothing to disclose - 07/27/2026

	Karen L. Frank, RN
	Other Planning Committee Member
	Nothing to disclose - 02/13/2026

	Brett Melnikoff, MD
	Faculty
	




Commercial Support

This activity has been developed without commercial support.
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